
 

                                                                   

DID ENOCH AND ELIJAH 
REALLY ESCAPE DEATH? 

 

 

Before that question can be addressed we must consider  
the Old Testament Types of Christ. 

 

 
  

What is a type in Scripture? 
A “type” as it is used in the Scriptures is a representation or pre-
figuring of something that is to come. We might think of it as a template 
or even a shadow (or foreshadowing) that dimly represents what is to 
come. 
 

The Old Testament is full of “types” of Christ.  These are intentionally 
placed in the Scripture to describe and identify the Messiah when he 
came.  They were designed by God to prefigure some aspect of the person 
of Jesus Christ. They are Old Testament “anticipations” of Christ and 
since they dealt with a future person (from their point in time), they were 
“prophetic.”  
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Some “types” are people, such as Melchizedek who was both a priest and 
king without end (Psalm 110:4 “a priest forever after the order of Mel-
chizedek”), or Isaac, the only begotten “son of promise” (Hebrews 11:17) 
whom Abraham was prepared to slay as a sacrificial offering to God. 
Even Adam is said to be “. . . a type of him who was to come.” (Rom 5:14) 
 

Some “types” are things such as the Serpent on the pole, Noah’s Ark and 
the Temple. Jesus identified the Serpent with Himself. The Temple in Je-
rusalem represented God’s dwelling with his people. Jesus told the Jews, 
“destroy this temple (referring to Himself), and I will raise it in three 
days” (pointing to his resurrection). 
 

Some “types” are events or ceremonies and feasts such as the Passover, 
Feast of Pentecost, Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread.  Each of them beautifully picture some aspect of the life and min-
istry of Jesus Christ hundreds of years before His Incarnation. 
 

Two other words, copy and pattern, are also used in a similar way in the 
Scriptures. A copy or pattern gives us a sketch, a draft, or outline that 
foreshadows or serves as a type of the reality that is being revealed in 
Christ in us. 
 

Types do not necessarily have to be perfect to be a representation of 
Christ.  King David was a type of Christ, yet he was a murderer and an 
adulterer.  
 

King Solomon is also a type. He reigned over a kingdom that typified 
Christ reigning over His kingdom. Yet King Solomon had many wives 
and concubines.  
 

Since types of Christ may be imperfect, this brings us to the question; 
 

Can Enoch and Elijah be types of those who overcome death, even 
though they may have died in their day? 
 

The modern teaching in the religious realm today is that Enoch and Elijah 
ascended into heaven without dying. Is this teaching really true? 
 

Centuries after Enoch and Elijah had supposedly “gone to heaven” and 
“escaped death,” Christ, who was with the Father from the beginning and 
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came from the Father into time/space by becoming the man Jesus, stated 
that no person has ever ascended up into heaven before Him. His state-
ment totally contradicts the teaching that Enoch and Elijah escaped death 
by ascending into heaven. 
 

 “No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heav-
en: the Son of Man.” (Joh 3:13 NASB) 

 

The Greek word for “no one” (oudeis) means not even one. 
 

G3762 – not even one  
οὐδείς 
oudeis 
oo-dice' 
Including the feminine οὐδεμία oudemia 
oo-dem-ee'-ah and the neuter οὐδέν ouden oo-den' 
From G3761 and G1520; not even one (man, woman or thing), that is, 
none, nobody, nothing: - any (man), aught, man, neither any (thing), nev-
er (man), no (man), none (+ of these things), not (any, at all, -thing), 
nought. 
 

How are we to understand this contradiction? Did Enoch and Elijah over-
come death by ascending into heaven or not? Are we to believe Jesus’ 
words or the traditional teaching? Jesus was well versed in the Scriptures 
when He made the above statement. He spoke to his disciples concerning 
everything written in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms 
about Himself. He quoted Scripture concerning Abraham, Moses, Jonah 
and others just to name a few. [I find it very difficult to believe that He 
would have been ignorant of what was written about Enoch and Elijah.] 

 

Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” (Luk 
24:44 RYLT-NT) 

 

Jesus read from the book of Isaiah in the synagogue quoting a verse refer-
encing Himself as being the fulfilment of the verse He quoted. How is it 
possible that Jesus could know so much about the Scripture and yet not 
know anything about Enoch and Elijah? 
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 “And no one has ascended (stepped up) into the heaven, except the One de-
scending (stepping down) from out of the midst of the heaven: the Son of Man-
kind (the Son of the human; Humanity’s Son; the Son of man) – the One contin-
uously being (constantly existing) within the heaven. (Joh 3:13 JM-NT) 

 

Some say that the title “Son of Man” that Jesus used of himself refers to 
the corporate “Son of Man” and that is why Enoch and Elijah were able 
to ascend into heaven.  But Jesus words are very clear, the “Son of Man” 
He is referring to is Himself, as an individual and not as a corporate ex-
pression (this is not a denial of the corporate expression). He is referring 
to Himself as the one who in the “fullness of time” came into time and 
space (He was the first one to open the womb — Selah. (Exo 13:2)). 

 
CONCERNING ENOCH 
If the Scripture actually taught that Enoch ascended into heaven before 
the cross, why would Jesus make such a contradictory statement saying, 
“no one has ascended into heaven?” According to Jesus the only one who 
has ever ascended into heaven before Him — is Him!  
 

Look at the book of Hebrews and the faith chapter (chap 11) that refer-
ences Enoch.  In the first few verses we have five patriarchs described as 
walking by faith. 
 

 Heb 11:4   by faith a better sacrifice did Abel . . .  
Heb 11:5   By faith Enoch . . .  
Heb 11:7   By faith Noah, . . . 
Heb 11:8   By faith Abraham, . . .  
Heb 11:11 By faith also Sarah . . .  

 Heb 11:13  All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but hav-
ing seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having con-
fessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  

  

Notice in the 13th verse the writer to the Hebrews concluded all the peo-
ple named above died, not receiving the promises, including Enoch. [It 
does not say all these persons died in faith except Enoch.] 
 

The writer then continues to list more heroes of faith by name like Gide-
on, Samson, David and Samuel. Then he continues to list the heroes of 
faith not by their names, but by their actions. For example, conquering 
kingdoms, performing acts of righteousness and shutting the mouths of 
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lions. Who shut the mouth of lions? Every child in Sunday School knows 
that one. Daniel of course. 
 

Then the writer writes about those who “escaped the edge of the sword.” 
Who would those heroes be? With a little research you will find them to 
be Moses, David and yes, Elijah. 
 

Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the 
prophets [of Baal] with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, 
saying, “So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life 
as the life of one of them [the dead prophets of Baal killed by Elijah’s sword] 
by tomorrow about this time.” (1Ki 19:1-2 NASB) 

 

Here, Elijah is shown to be one of those heroes of faith who “escaped the 
edge of the sword.”  Of all these people named above, including Elijah, 
the writer to the Hebrews once again states they did not receive what was 
promised because they all died. [One had to be alive to receive the prom-
ise.] 
 

Heb 11:39  And all these, having gained approval through their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had pro-
vided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not 
be made perfect.  

 

Because God had provided something better for us the believers, that 
means you and I as believers have something Enoch and Elijah do not 
have. We have something better then the both of them.  
 

All these heroes in the above chapter compose the great cloud of witness-
es of which Enoch and Elijah are a part. The writer clearly states that they 
cannot come into perfection apart from us (the living ones with a body).   
 

So here we have verses 13 and 39 in Hebrews stating that all these heroes 
named or referenced died, including both Enoch and Elijah. 
 

The truths presented up to now are sufficient to cast doubt on Enoch’ and 
Elijah’s ascension into heaven without dying. However, there is more. 
 

To understand this apparent contradiction we have to go to the original 
meaning of the Greek and Hebrew with an open mind and heart. [No bias 
please!] 
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 There are two Greek words that have been translated as “translated,” 
“transferred,” “carried away,” “taken up,” “transported,” or “transposed” 
as used in reference to Enoch. 
 

The first Greek word is made up of two Greek words – “meta” and 
“tithēmi” thus, “metatithēmi” – G3346. [Note: the letter “G” stands for 
Greek and the letter “H” for Hebrew as used in the Strong’s numbering 
system.]   
 

By faith Enoch was translatedG3346(metatithēmi) that he should not see 
death; and was not found, because God had translatedG3346(metatithēmi) 
him: for before his translationG3331(metathesis) he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. (Heb 11:5 KJV) 
 

The second Greek word is also made up of two Greek words – “meta” 
and “histēmi” thus, “methistēmi” – G3179 [To avoid confusion and for 
clarity’s sake, I will show how “methistēmi” is used later.] 

 

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferredG3179

(methistēmi) us to the kingdom of His beloved Son (Col 1:13 NASB) 
 

G3346 - transposed    
μετατίθημι 
metatithēmi 
met-at-ith'-ay-mee 
 

From G3326 and G5087; to transfer, that is, (literally) transport, (by im-
plication) exchange, (reflexively) change sides, or (figuratively) pervert: 
- carry over, change, remove, translate, turn. 
 

G3326 
μετά 
meta 
met-ah' 
A primary preposition (often used adverbially); properly denoting accom-
paniment. Often used in composition, in substantially the same relations 
of participation or proximity, and transfer or sequence. 
 

G5087 
τίθημι 
tithēmi 
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 tith'-ay-mee 
A prolonged form of a primary word θέω theō (which is used only as an 
alternate in certain tenses); to place (in the widest application, literally 
and figuratively; properly in a passive or horizontal posture, and thus 
different from G2476, which properly denotes an upright and active posi-
tion,  
 

Did you catch that? To place in a passive or horizontal posture. Enoch 
was “translated,” placed in a horizontal posture! Why a horizontal posi-
tion? Maybe because he was dead (passive)? Like dead people today that 
are placed in a horizontal position inside a casket at a funeral home. 
 

Now look at how the words “metatithēmi” & “tithēmi” are used in Acts 
7:16. Stephen is talking about Jacob and the fathers who died in Egypt. 

 

So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, And were car-
ried overG3346(metatithēmi) into Sychem, and laidG5087(tithēmi) in the sepul-
chre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the fa-
ther of Sychem. (Act 7:15-16 KJV) 
 

And they were transferedG3346(metatithēmi) unto Shechem, and were put 
G5087(tithēmi) in the tomb which Abraham purchased for a value of silver 
from thesons of Emmor of Shechem. (Act 7:16 ABP+) 
 

Here Jacob and the fathers were placed into a tomb that was purchased by 
Abraham. Placed in a passive and horizontal posture just like Enoch! 
 

In the Old Testament the Hebrew equivalent to the Greek word 
“metatithēmiG3346” is “lâqachH3947” which means to take. 
 

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God tookH3947 (lâqach) 
him. (Gen 5:24 KJV) 
 

And Enoch was well-pleasing to God. And he was not found, for trans-
posedG3346(metatithēmi) him God. (Gen 5: 24 ABP+) 
 

Because the Hebrew word “lâqach”H3947
 has been exchanged with the 

Greek word “metatithēmi”G3346 it would mean Enoch was placed “in a 
passive or horizontal posture.” [Note: the ABP+ translation is the Apos-
tolic Bible Polyglot, which is a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scrip-
ture.] 
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 H3947 - took 
 לקח
lâqach 
law-kakh' 
A primitive root; to take (in the widest variety of applications): - accept, 
bring, buy, carry away, drawn, fetch, get, infold,  
 

Today when someone dies, we may say God took him. 
 

Heb 11:5 By belief Enoch was transposedG3346(metatithēmi) to notG3361(mē) 
know1492(eidō) deathG2288(thanatos), and was not found, because transposed 

G3346(metatithēmi) him God; for before his transposition he bore witness to 
have been well-pleasing to God. (Heb 11:5 ABP+) 
 

Now consider the phrase, “not know death” as used in the above verse. 
The phrase is composed of three different Greek words. 
 

G3361 – not       
μή 
mē 
may 
A primary particle of qualified negation (whereas G3756 expresses an 
absolute denial); (adverbially) not, (conjugationally) lest; also (as , incin-
terrogitive implying a negative answer [whereas G3756 expects an af-
firmative one]); whether: - any, but, (that), X forbear, + God forbid, + 
lack, lest, neither, never, no 
 

G1492 - know 
εἴδω 
eidō 
i'-do 
A primary verb; used only in certain past tenses, the others being bor-
rowed from the equivalent, G3700 and G3708; properly to see (literally 
or figuratively); by implication (in the perfect only) to know: - be aware 
 

G2288 - death 
θάνατος 
thanatos 
than'-at-os 
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From G2348; (properly an adjective used as a noun) death (literally or 
figuratively 
 

“Not know death” would mean he was no longer aware of the operation 
of death in his body or acquainted with it because it ceased to operate in 
him when he died. Enoch’s body became passive (metatithēmi” – 
G3346).  Jesus talked about the living dead burying the dead. Everyone 
prior to the cross was the living dead even as today those without the 
knowledge of Christ are the living dead. Death was operating in the old 
patriarch’s bodies as it does in our bodies today. However, because death  
was operating in Enoch’s body the same way it does in all of mankind, 
would not mean his walk with God was diminished in any way.  
 

The Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to write: 
 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his 
own order: (1Co 15:22-23 NASB) 
 

And again: 
 

For the love of Christ is constraining us, judging this, that, if One died for the 
sake of all, consequently all died. (2Co 5:14 CLV) 
 

All of mankind was found to be in Adam because all of mankind was in 
the loins of Adam even as Levi was in the loins of his father Abraham
(who paid tithes to Melchizedik before he was born by being in the loins 
of his father Abraham). (Heb 7:5-10). Therefore, all mankind has died in 
the loins of Adam, including Enoch and Elijah.  
 

The phrase “he was not” in Scripture is always used in relation to death. 
It is an expression of death. The Hebrew word for that expression is 
“ayin”H369 and the Greek word “ou”G3756 is the equivalent. 
 

H369 – he was not 
 אין
'ayin 
ay'-yin 
As if from a primitive root meaning to be nothing or not exist; a non-

entity; 
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 G3756 – is not 
οὐ 
ou 
oo 
Also οὐκ ouk ook used before a vowel and οὐχ ouch ookh before an 
aspirate.  A primary word; the absolutely negative (compare G3361) ad-
verb; no or not: - + long, nay, neither, never, no (X man), none 
 

And Enoch walked with God: and he was notH369(ayin); for God took him. 
(Gen 5:24 KJV) 
 

And Enoch was well-pleasing to God. And he was notG3756(ou) found, for 
transposedG3346( metatithēmi) him God (Gen 5:24 ABP+) 
 

“He was not” is the same expression Rachel used in reference to her chil-
dren when she realized they were dead. That is why she was weeping, be-
cause “they were not.” 
 

Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter 
weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her chil-
dren, because they were notH369(ayin). (Jer 31:15 KJV) 

 

Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter 
weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her 
children, because they were notG3756(ou). (Jer 31:15 KJV) 

 

Ruben, when he did not see Joseph in the pit, used the same expression. 
 

And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is notH369(ayin); and I, 
whither shall I go? (Gen 37:30 KJV) 
 

And he turned towards his brothers, and he said, The boy is notG3756(ou)  and 
I, where shall I go yet? (Gen 37:30 ABP+) 
 
We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is notH369(ayin), and the 
youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.  (Gen 42:32 KJV) 
 

Twelve brothers we are, sons of our father; the one does notG3756(ou)   exist, 
and the younger is with our father today in the land of Canaan. (Gen 42:32 
ABP+)  
 

And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: 
Joseph is notH369(ayin), and Simeon is notH369(ayin), and ye will take Benja-
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min away: all these things are against me. (Gen 42:36 KJV) 
 

said And to them Jacob their father, You are making me childless;  
Joseph is not,G3756

(ou) Simeon is not,G3756
(ou) and will you take Ben-

jamin? Upon me happened these things all (Gen 42:36 ABP+) 
 

Gen 5:1 - 9:29 are the generations of Adam. It is a genealogical list of 
people that tells how long they lived and when they died. Enoch is includ-
ed in this list.  
 

Gen 5:5  So all the days of Adam which he lived, were nine hundred and thirty 
years,— and he died.  

Gen 5:8  and all the days of Seth were, nine hundred and twelve years,— and 
he died.  

Gen 5:11  and all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years,— and 
he died.  

Gen 5:14  and all the days of Kenan were, nine hundred and ten years,— and 
he died.  

Gen 5:17  and all the days of Mahalalel were, eight hundred and ninety-five 
years,— and he died.  

Gen 5:20  and all the days of Jared were, nine hundred and sixty-two years,— 
and he died.  

Gen 5:23  and all the days of Enoch were, three hundred and sixty-five years;  
Gen 5:24  and Enoch walked with God, — and was not (ayinH369/ouG3756)  for 

God had taken (lâqachH3947/metatithēmiG3346 ) him.  
Gen 5:27  and all the days of Methuselah were, nine hundred and sixty-nine 

years,— and he died. 
Gen 5:31  and all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven 

years,— and he died.  
Gen 9:29  so, all the days of Noah, were—nine hundred and fifty years,— and 

he died.  
 

Notice, 8 out of 9 people listed above lived over approx. 900 years before 
they died. That means Enoch’s lifespan of 365 years was approx 1/3 the 
normal lifespan of those on this list.  Compared to the others, it appears 
Enoch’s lifespan was cut short by several hundred years. What would ex-
plain for this? 
 

There are various views of Enoch, each with their own understanding. In 
classical Rabbinical literature there are also different views. 
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 Of these views, the one presented by the French Rabbi Rashi most close-
ly aligns with the theme of this booklet. According to Rabbi 
Rashi, “Enoch was a righteous man, but he could easily be swayed to re-
turn to do evil. Therefore, the Holy One, blessed be He, hastened and 
took him away and caused him to die before his time. For this reason, 
Scripture changed [the wording] in [the account of] his demise and wrote, 
'and he was no longer' in the world to complete his years.”  
 

It appears that living amongst the ungodly ones inspired Enoch to write 
what was quoted by Jude centuries later, which quote Jude used to de-
scribe the irreverent ones in his day. 
 

And Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Be-
hold, the Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, to execute judgment 
against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of un-
godliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. (Jud 1:14-15 Darby) 

 

Enoch’s lifespan was cut short because God knew he could not handle the 
wickedness (ungodliness) that was on the earth at that time. So God took 
(lâqachH3947/metatithēmiG3346 ) him. 
 

Why was the phrase “and was not” written concerning Enoch instead of 
“and he died” as used for all the others?”  Is there any different meaning-
ful significance to the phrase, compared to “and he died?” The phrase 
“and was not” has been shown above to be used in relation to death. 
Maybe the phrase is more of an endearing way to say “he died.” Softer. 
Today we may say “he passed away,” “he went to be with the Lord,” or 
“the Lord took him” instead of  crudely “he died.”  
 

In this genealogical list, Enoch is the only one that it was written of that 
he “walked with God.” Would that imply the others did not walk with 
God? No, I don’t think so. Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
Abraham received the covenant of the promise and to be the father of all 
nations.  

 
JESUS — THE FRISTBORN FROM THE DEAD 
Jesus is considered to be the firstborn from the dead. If Enoch overcame 
death by translation as understood by the modern Church, what happens 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rashi
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then to Jesus’ position as being the firstborn from the dead? Does He lose 
His position and become the second-born from the dead? Since Elijah 
lived after Enoch, and if he duplicated Enoch’s feat, does Jesus now be-
come the third-born from the dead? Does Jesus’ death and resurrection 
become irrelevant? 
 

The Greek word for firstborn is “prōtotokos” from which we get our word 
prototype. A prototype is the first of many that are identical to it. If Jesus 
isn’t the firstborn as the prototype, then who is?  
 

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the 
firstbornG4416(prōtotokos) from the dead, so that He Himself will come to 
have first place in everything. (Col 1:18 NASB) 

 

G4416 - firstborn 
πρωτοτόκος 
prōtotokos 
pro-tot-ok'-os 
From G4413 and the alternate of G5088; first born (usually as noun, lit-
erally or figuratively): - firstbegotten (-born). 
 

G4413 
πρῶτος 
prōtos 
pro'-tos 
 

Contracted superlative of G4253; foremost (in time, place, order or im-
portance): - before, beginning, best, chief (-est), first (of all), former. 
 

G4253 
πρό 
pro 
pro 
A primary preposition; “fore”, that is, in front of, prior (figuratively su-
perior) to. In compounds it retains the same significations: - above, ago, 
before, or ever. In compounds it retains the same significations. 
 

Jesus as “prōtotokos” means He is in front of Enoch or Elijah (and all of 
mankind), prior and superior to. Some teach that Enoch transcended time 
and was therefore able to overcome death because Jesus was slain before 
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 the foundation of the world and Enoch was taken (with his body) by the 
Spirit into that glorious realm in the future (to him) at the same time Jesus 
was overcoming death. This is like asking, who came first, the chicken or 
the egg? 
 

Death has reigned since Adam. It reigned in Enoch’s day, Jesus’ time pe-
riod, and still reigns today even though Jesus overcame it. How do I 
know death still reigns today? I see people still dying - Christians or not!  
 

Some say Jesus never looked upon death as death because He used the 
word “sleep” when referring to it. However, He used the word “death” 
much more than the word “sleep.” He was very much aware of death. Je-
sus said His soul was grieved to the point of death. The very thought of 
death caused Him to sweat drops of blood! Jesus verified this death realm 
when He said, let the dead bury the dead. 

 

But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the deadG3498(nekros) bury their 
dead.G3498(nekros) (Mat 8:22) 

 

All of mankind is still living in this realm of death! 
 

G3498 - dead 
νεκρός 
nekros 
nek-ros' 
From an apparently primary word νέκυς nekus (a corpse); dead (literally 
or figuratively; also as noun): - dead. 
 

If the dead were burying the dead in Jesus’ time, they were likewise doing 
the same in Enoch’s and Elijah’s day.  
  
It was Jesus who proved death has no reality though, not Enoch or Elijah.  
 

. . Jesus, who has destroyed death and through the gospel has brought life 
and release from death into full view. (2Ti 1:10 ISV) 
 

Enoch’s translation or Elijah’s catching up did not abolish death. Life and 
release from death have been brought into full view through Christ Jesus 
our Lord and not anyone else!  
 

“Truly, I tell all of you with certainty, if anyone keeps my word, he will never 
see death.” (Joh 8:51 ISV) 
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” (Joh 11:25-26 NASB) 
 

Are these words of Jesus relevant today to those of us who are believers?  
 

To the unbelievers Jesus stated: 
 

‘Therefore I said to you that you will die and decay within your errors 
(failures; sins; times of falling short or to the side of the target), for, unless 
you come to trust and believe that I AM, you folks will die and rot within 
your failures (sins; etc.)!” (Joh 8:24 JM-NT) 
 

However, believers are admonished to seek for glory and immortality.  
 

. . . by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortali-
ty, eternal life; (Rom 2:7 NASB) 
 

Who [Christ] alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no man has seen or can see. (1Ti 6:16 NASB)  
 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Sav-
ior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state 
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that 
He has even to subject all things to Himself. (Php 3:20-21 NASB) 
 

for it is God who is at workG1754(energeo – energizing) in you, both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure. (Php 2:13 NASB) 

 

The above statements the Apostle Paul wrote were realities he was en-
gaged in and familiar with, yet he did not attain to the place he desired 
because he got his head chopped off! Paul’s desire was that he may be of 
those who out-resurrect from the dead while alive in the body. A goal 
many religious people say Enoch or Elijah accomplished.   
 

. . to know him [Christ], and the power of the resurrection of him, and the 
fellowship of the sufferings of him, being conformed to the death of himself, 
if possibly I may attain to the resurrection out of the dead ones. (Php 3:10-
11 Diaglott-NT) 
 
That if possible I may attain to the [spiritual and moral] resurrection [that lifts 
me] out from among the dead [even while in the body]. (Php 3:11 AMPC) 
 



 

                                                                 16 

 I may meet down face-to-face (arrive) into the out-resurrection -- the one 
forth from out of the midst of dead ones. (Php 3:10-11 JM-NT)  
 

The out-resurrection is not a resurrection of bodies from a cemetery. It is 
a resurrection out from among the dead ones. For all that Paul understood 
and strived for, in the end he did not attain to the out-resurrection. Paul 
chose to go to Rome even against the advice of the Holy Spirit as it was 
given through some prophets, and there in Rome he literally lost his head. 
Thus, his body succumbed to mortality (it was still liable to death) even 
while he hoped to put on incorruptibility as he wrote to the Corinthians. 
 

For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have 
a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling 
from heaven, inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. For 
indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do 
not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be 
swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, 
who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. (2Co 5:1-5 NASB) 

 

Even the Apostle Peter did not attain to putting on incorruptibility be-
cause he wrote stating the Lord showed him he was going to lay down his 
body (going to die because his body was liable to death just like Paul’s).  
 

I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by 
way of reminder, knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is 
imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will 
also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call 
these things to mind. (2Pe 1:13-15 NASB) 

 
THE DEATH OF ADAM AND ALL MANKIND  
 

“The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL.” The last Adam be-
came a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; 
then the spiritual. The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is 
from heaven. (1Co 15:45-47 NASB) 

 
 
 

 
There is a deep mystery in the above statement from the Apostle Paul. It 

first Adam last Adam 

first man second man 
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reveals that in the history of the world there have been but only two men. 
The 1st Adam is said to be the 1st man. The last Adam is declared to be 
the 2nd

 man. There can be no men between the 1st
 man and the 2nd

 man. 
If there were even one other man between the 1st

 man and the 2nd
 man, 

then obviously the 2nd man would not be the 2nd man; the “other” man 
would become the 2ndman and the 2nd man would shift to become the 
third man, the one hundredth man, or the five billionth man. Therefore, 
there have been only TWO MEN who have ever lived upon this planet - 
Adam and Jesus Christ! 
 

The great truth revealed here is that all men who have ever lived ARE IN-
CLUDED IN THESE TWO MEN. These two men are corporate men, 
many-membered men. And since all men are contained in these two men, 
what happens to these two men happens to ALL. By one divine and om-
nipotent stroke God has included all men in His Son, declaring Him to be 
the last Adam and the end of the old Adamic creation. The second man, 
Jesus Christ is the beginning of a new creation — a life giving spirit! 
 

When our Lord Jesus as the last Adam was crucified and died, both 
Enoch and Elijah died WITH HIM, even as you and I, and all the rest of 
mankind! This is a deep mystery. 

 
CONCERNING ELIJAH 
After Elijah’s being taken up into the whirlwind, it is recorded that Elijah 
delivered a letter to King Jehoram of Israel. 
 

Then a letter came to him [King Jehoram] from Elijah the prophet saying,  
“Thus says the LORD God of your father David, ‘Because you have not 
walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat your father and the ways of Asa king of 
Judah, but have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and have caused Ju-
dah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to play the harlot as the house of Ahab 
played the harlot, and you have also killed your brothers, your own family, 
who were better than you, behold, the LORD is going to strike your people, 
your sons, your wives and all your possessions with a great calamity; and you 
will suffer severe sickness, a disease of your bowels, until your bowels come 
out because of the sickness, day by day.’” “Thus says the LORD God of your 
father David, . . .” (2Ch 21:12-20 NASB) 

 

This letter was written by Elijah a number of years after his going up in 
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the whirlwind. This raises some interesting questions. First, how was Eli-
jah aware of the details he wrote about in the letter concerning King Je-
horam if he was gone? The killing by King Jehoram of his brothers and 
family and all the other evils he did didn’t happen until after Elijah was 
taken up.   
 

How did King Jehoram get a hold of the letter after Elijah’s ascension? 
Did Elijah leave heaven, come down and personally hand deliver it to the 
King? Was Elijah’s catching up into the whirlwind a permanent event or a 
temporal one? Was it similar to the way Philip was caught up in the book 
of Acts? (Acts 8:39-40).  Is it possible he was he taken into “paradise?”  
 

Some Bible commentators say it was possible that Elijah wrote the letter 
before his ascension and left it to be delivered by Elisha or one of the oth-
er prophets. [Nice try.] 
  
Even though the Scripture nowhere asserts that Elijah died a natural 
death, it did not exempt him from being in the loins Adam who died. 
 

Below is a table illustrating Elijah’s timeline showing who was reigning 
and when King Jehoram received the letter from Elijah. 

According to Scripture, Elisha received a double portion of the Spirit of 
Elijah and yet Elisha died.  How can one have double the Spirit and die, 
and another who has half the amount of the Spirit, get taken into heaven? 
If anyone should have been translated, shouldn’t it have been Elisha be-
cause he had a double portion of Elijah’s spirit? Thus, double the power? 
How can a dead man’s bones bring another dead man to life? What is this 
a type of? 

Reference Event 

2 Kings 2:11 Elijah taken up in a whirlwind after the death of King 
Ahaziah 

2 Kings 3:1 Jehoram, became King of Judah after Jehosaphat his 
father died  and then he led Judah astray  

2 Chron 21:12-15 

  

King Jehoram receives a letter from Elijah enumerat-
ing his evils 
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Elisha died and was buried. Every year in the spring, Moab's leaders sent 
raiding parties into Israel. Once, while some Israelites were burying a man's 
body, they saw a group of Moabites. The Israelites quickly threw the body 
into Elisha's tomb and ran away. As soon as the man’s body touched the 
bones of Elisha, the man came back to life and stood up. (2Ki 13:20-21 
CEV) 

 

Some would argue that Elijah was alive physically and in heaven because 
he appeared with Moses and Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
However, according to Jesus, that episode was a vision and not a literal 
appearance of Elijah and Moses. 
 

And, at their descending out of the mountain, Jesus directs them, saying, 
“Now you may tell no one of the vision till the Son of Mankind may be 
roused from among the dead.” (Mat 17:9 CLV) 

 

When Jesus was on the cross He said to one of the thieves hanging next to 
Him, “Verily, to you am I saying today, with Me shall you be in para-
dise.” (Luk 23:43 CLV)  
  

What and where is “paradise?” Is that the same thing as heaven? Is it the 
same as being in Christ, or seated with Christ? Or was this a temporary 
holding place? A place where those who died during the Old Covenant 
went to, before Christ went to preach the good news there? (1 Pe 3:8-20) 
The prophet Samuel was located somewhere when he was roused up to 
come up out of the earth and speak with Saul. (1Sa 28:11-19) Samuel 
even told Saul because of his disobedience he and his sons would be join-
ing him where he was in the earth the following day. Both, obedient ones 
and rebellious ones went to the same place in the earth after death.   
 

The Apostle Paul gives us a clue as to where one may be living. It is ei-
ther in the celestial realm, terrestrial realm or the subterranean realm. 
(Php 2:9-11) 
 

For all of the different reasons I’ve enumerated above, I believe Enoch 
and Elijah died at some point. Where did their bodies go? That remains 
an open question since the Scriptures are entirely silent in regard to it. 
Most likely they were in that group that was resurrected from their tombs 
after Jesus’ resurrection.   

 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. And 
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behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the 
earth shook and the rocks were split. The tombs were opened, and many bod-
ies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the 
tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to 
many. (Mat 27:50-53 NASB) 
 

This verse raises some very interesting questions. Are the bodies of these 
saints now immortal? Or will they die again? (There are other resurrec-
tions mentioned in Scripture). Are these saints still part of the great cloud 
of witnesses? Or have they “graduated?” Where are they now? 
 

Jesus stated that all who ever came before Him were thieves and robbers. 
  

“All whoever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep do not 
hear them.” (Joh 10:8 CLV) 
 

Who is included in the all?  
 

Would that be all the patriarchs of the Old Testament, including Enoch 
and Elijah? Or just those participating in Baal worship, Buddhism, Hin-
duism and any other religion created by men?  
 

[My understanding of thieves and robbers is anyone who masquerades as 
one who can give Life.] Jesus Christ is the only giver of the Spirit of Life! 
If people are distracted from looking to Jesus and place their hope upon 
Enoch or Elijah as their hope of overcoming death, they are in effect be-
ing robbed of true Life.  
 

However, because Enoch and Elijah are not our prototypes for overcom-
ing death but Jesus is, there is going to be a people who will be empow-
ered to emulate Jesus’ victory over death. They are the overcomers. They 
are the ones who have totally subjected themselves to be conformed into 
the Image of Christ. 
 

For our realm is inherent in the heavens, out of which we are awaiting a 
Saviour also, the Lord, Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the body of our hu-
miliation, to conform it to the body of His glory, in accord with the operation 
which enables Him even to subject all to Himself." (Php 3:20-21 CLV)
[Notice, one has to be living in the heavens, meaning having their awareness 
and consciousness there in the heavens, from which they await the Lord, not 
from the earthly realm.] 
 



 

                                                                 21 

It is interesting that as familiar as Jesus was with the Scriptures, He did 
not use Enoch or Elijah as a sign for His experience from death to ascen-
sion, but Jonah. Why would Jonah be used as a sign since he didn’t as-
cend into anything? But he was in the belly of the earth, even as Christ 
also descended into the lower parts of the earth. 
 

 And when the people were gathering, he began to say, “This evil generation 
wants a sign; and no sign will be given to it, except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah.”  (Luk 11:29 Lamsa NT) 

 

(Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also 
had descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is 
Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might 
fill all things.) (Eph 4:9-10 NASB) 

 
TRANSLATED INTO THE KINGDOM Of GOD’S SON 
 

For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferredG3179

(methistēmi) us to the kingdom of His beloved Son (Col 1:13 NASB)  
 

The word used that describes our translation into the Father’s kingdom as 
used in the above verse, translated as “transferred,” is the Greek word 
“methistēmi”G3179.  It is not the same word used for Enoch. In his case it 
is the word  “metatithēmi”G3346 which has been shown to mean to place in 
“a passive or horizontal posture.” The word “methistēmi”G3179 denotes 
“an upright and active position.” 
 

One does not have to be a scholar to see the distinctions between these 
two words and how they are used. When you look at the word 
“resurrection” you find it has similarities to the root meaning of 
“methistēmi”G3179.  
 

Follow the numbers to the root. 
 

G3179 – transferred 
μεθίστημι, μεθιστάνω 
methistēmi  methistanō 
meth-is'-tay-mee, -is-tan'-o 
 

From G3326 and G2476; (second form used at 1Co 13:2) to transfer, 
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that is, carry away, depose or (figuratively) exchange, seduce: - put out, 
remove, translate, turn away.  
 

G3326 (meta, see pg. 6)  
 

G2476 
ἵστημι 
histēmi 
his'-tay-mee 
A prolonged form of a primary word στάω staō (of the same meaning, 
and used for it in certain tenses); to stand (transitively or intransitively), 
used in various applications (literally or figuratively): - abide, appoint, 
bring, continue, covenant, establish, hold up, lay, present, set (up), stanch, 
stand (by, forth, still, up). Compare G5087.  
 

G5087 (see pg. 6) 
τίθημι 
tithēmi 
tith'-ay-mee 
A prolonged form of a primary word θέω theō (which is used only as an 
alternate in certain tenses); to place (in the widest application, literally 
and figuratively; properly in a passive or horizontal posture, and thus dif-
ferent from G2476, which properly denotes an upright and active posi-
tion, 
 

G386 - resurrection 
ἀνάστασις 
anastasis 
an-as'-tas-is 
From G450; a standing up again, that is, (literally) a resurrection from 
death (individual, general or by implication (its author)), or (figuratively) 
a (moral) recovery (of spiritual truth): - raised to life again, resurrection, 
rise from the dead, that should rise, rising again. 
 

G450 
ἀνίστημι 
anistēmi 
an-is'-tay-mee 
From G303 and G2476; to stand up (literally or figuratively, transitively 
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or intransitively): - arise, lift up, raise up (again), rise (again), stand up (-
right).  
 

G3179 — to transfer 
G2476 — to stand 
G5087 — to place in an upright and active position 
G386 — a standing up — a resurrection 
G450 — to stand up 
 

What do all the Greek words above have in common? They all relate to 
“standing up.” A transfer into standing in an upright and active position 
as in resurrection, as opposed to a passive or horizontal posture. 
 

Enoch was translated
G3346(metatithēmi — placed into a horizontal posi-

tion) and we believers were transferred
G3179(methistēmi — placed into 

an upright and active position) into the kingdom of His Son. 
 

Two similar but different Greek words were used for being “placed.” If 
the writers were truly inspired by the Holy Spirit in their usage of words, 
then surely there is a reason why the word “metatithēmi” is used for 
Enoch instead of “methistēmi” as it was used for the believers placement. 
 

By inspiration of the Holy Spirit the writer to the Hebrews states that as 
long as the outer tabernacle was standing, there was no entrance into the 
most holy place. Elijah was living during this time period. If no entrance 
was made for those living in that time period then for sure there was no 
entrance made for those living before Elijah, which would include Enoch. 
 

the Holy Spirit making this clearly visible: the Way of the set-apart places 
(or: of the separated ones; of the Holies) [was] not yet to have been mani-
fested (caused to appear; brought to light) while the first tabernacle is 
having a standing, which is a parable, [reaching] into (for) the present 
season (the fitting situation  having been placed in and is now here),  (Heb 
9:8-9 JM-NT) 

 

In other words, as long as there was a physical outward tabernacle, no 
one could come into incorruptibility. That is why it is said of all the he-
roes of faith that they did not receive the promises because the outward 
tabernacle was still standing. Things changed when Christ entered heaven 
itself with His own blood. (Heb 9:24)  
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There had to be a “fullness of time” before the veil of Christ’s flesh could  
be rent. When that fulness of time came, God sent forth His Son. (Gal 
4:4) Now today, we can enter the Holy Place by the blood of Jesus 
through the veil, which is His flesh. (Heb 10:20) 
 

If Enoch and Elijah were able to experience incorruptibility by transcend-
ing time then it would have to have been at the same time Jesus manifest-
ed that incorruptibility when He came out of the grave. Did they go into 
the more perfect tabernacle with Jesus when He entered in with His own 
blood? 
 

Enoch and Elijah did not receive what was promised, because it says God 
has provided something better for us. All the heroes of faith mentioned in 
Hebrews cannot come into perfection without the living. That perfection 
is dependent upon us, the living, to put on incorruptibility.  
 

And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, (Heb 11:39) 

 
THE ASCENSION OF JESUS THE CHRIST 
 

Enoch and Elijah did not ascend into heaven in the same manner Christ 
did. Christ’s ascension was complete and all encompassing. The Scrip-
tures speak with very different, and in fact very definite expressions of 
the departure of Christ. Christ’s ascension was not a temporary removal 
or translation, but an ascent into the glory which he had before the foun-
dation of the world. His ascension was something which only the Son of 
Man alone was capable of. 
  

“Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had 
with You before the world was. (Joh 17:5 NASB) 
 
“He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, 
that He might fill all things” (Eph 4:10). 
 

This filling of all things is something which was beyond either Enoch or 
Elijah.  
 

Jesus referenced ascension in relation to Himself four times,  
 

 “No one has ascendedG305(anabainō) into heaven, but He who descended 
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from heaven: the Son of Man.” (Joh 3:13 NASB) 
 

And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascendingG305(anabainō) and descend-
ing upon the Son of man. (Joh 1:51 KJV) 
 

What if you see the Son of man ascendingG305(anabainō) to where he was 
before? (Joh 6:62 NASB) 
 

Jesus then says to her, “Stop holding (Do not continue touching and clinging 
to) Me, for I have not yet climbed back up again (ascendedG305(anabainō))
toward (or: to; facing and directed to) the Father. Now be going on your way 
toward (to) My brothers, and say to them [that I said], “I am progressively 
climbing back up again (ascendingG305(anabainō)) toward My Father – even 
the Father of you men – and My God: even [the] God of you men!” (Joh 
20:17 JM-NT) 
 

In every instance the Greek word used for ascend is, “anabainō” which 
means “to go up.” 
 

G305 — to go up 
ἀναβαίνω 
anabainō 
an-ab-ah'ee-no 
 

From G303 and the base of G939; to go up (literally or figuratively): - 
arise, ascend (up), climb (go, grow, rise, spring) up, come (up). 
 

If Enoch really “ascended” into heaven, why wasn’t “anabainō” used  in 
relation to Enoch instead of “metatithēmi”? 
 

Before Jesus ascended to His Father, He said to Mary, “do not touch Me.” 
Why would that be?  
 

G680 — to touch 

ἅπτομαι 

haptomai 

hap'-tom-ahee 

Reflexive of G681; properly to attach oneself to, that is, to touch (in 
many implied relations): - touch. 
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G681 — to fasten 

ἅπτω 

haptō 

hap'-to 

A primary verb; properly to fasten to, that is, (specifically) to set on 
fire: - kindle, light.  

 

If Mary was told by Jesus not to touch Him before His ascension, then 
when were the two patriarchs allowed to “touch” or attach themselves to 
His incorruptible life?” When did Enoch or Elijah transcend time and get 
to be swallowed up with incorruptibility? It couldn’t have happened be-
fore Jesus’ ascension to the Father because He told Mary not to touch 
Him. Or did it happen sometime before He revealed Himself to His disci-
ples but after being with our Father? 
 

“The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may 
be one, just as We are one; (Joh 17:22 NASB) 
 

“Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where 
I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You 
loved Me before the foundation of the world. (Joh 17:24 NASB)  

 

Christ’s ascension forms an integral and essential moment in His work of 
salvation. It began His Kingly function which lasts throughout all the ag-
es.  He is the Head that directs His own Body! 

 
SUMMARY 
Reviewing what was enumerated in this booklet there are at least a  dozen 
reasons why Enoch and Elijah did not escape death. 
 

 1. Jesus said no one has ever ascended into heaven before he came 
 2. The writer to the Hebrews said Enoch, Elijah and all the heroes of 
 faith died not receiving the promises 
 3. The Greek word for “translated” means to be put into a passive or 
 horizontal position as opposed to being active and upright 
 4. The Greek word for “transferred” as applied to believers was not 
 used for Enoch or Elijah 
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 5. The Greek word for “ascension” as used for Jesus was not used 
 for Enoch or Elijah  
 6. The phrase “was not” is an expression of death 
 7. All have died in Adam because all were in the loins of Adam 
 8. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead 
 9. Neither Enoch nor Elijah destroyed death  
 10. The Apostle Paul, the most influential person second to Jesus in 
 the history of Christianity, did not attain to the out-resurrection and 
 we are to believe Enoch or Elijah did? 
 11. Jesus’ ascension was different from Enoch & Elijah’s — His as-
 cension was a return to His previous glory 

12. Neither Enoch or Elijah were used as a sign for Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, 
13. Elijah was alive to deliver a letter to King Jehoram after his 
whirlwind experience 
14. Jesus is the prototype — not Enoch or Elijah. 
15. The Holy Spirit  signified that as long as there was an outward 
tabernacle, no one could enter into the Holy Place until Christ en-
tered heaven Himself  with His own blood 

 

As I have stated before, because Enoch and Elijah at some point died, that 
would not disqualify them as being “types” of overcomers of death. They 
are the shadow of what we are to experience in Truth. Adam was a type of 
Christ. The Lord’s promises are sure, yea and amen. 
 

For our realm is inherent in the heavens, out of which we are awaiting a Sav-
iour also, the Lord, Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the body of our hu-
miliation, to conform it to the body of His glory, in accord with the operation 
which enables Him even to subject all to Himself." (Php 3:20-21 CLV)  
 

But the State of which we are citizens is in Heaven; and it is from Heaven 
that we are eagerly looking for a Savior, . . .  (Php 3:20-21 TCNT) [Being in 
heaven is now, not after we die.] 
 

for it is God who is at workG1754(energeo – energizing) in you, both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure. (Php 2:13 NASB) 
 

. . . seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life; (Rom 2:7 
NASB) 
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Who [Christ] alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no man has seen or can see. (1Ti 6:16 NASB)  
 

but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel, (2Ti 1:10 NASB) 
 

For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we 
do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be 
swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is 
God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. (2Co 5:4-5 NASB) 
 

Think of it, our Father’s purpose is so that our mortal flesh may be swal-
lowed up by incorruptible Life! That is why we look unto Jesus for our 
transformation, transfiguration, and our glorification. [Are there people 
who have been thus transfigured since the last original Apostle left the 
scene?] 
 

And not only the creation, but we ourselves too, . . . groan inwardly as we 
wait for the redemption of our bodies [from sensuality and the grave, which 
will reveal] our adoption (our manifestation as God's sons). (Rom 8:23 
AMPC) 
 

The redemption of our body is what will prove our sonship in the earth. 
That is when we will “come out of the closet!” 
 

Are there some who have already “come out of the closet?” Maybe. The 
Apostle John may be one. There may be others walking around unknown 
to us.  
 

Is putting on incorruptibility an individual happening or a corporate 
event? 
 

As Jane Lead, one of the mystics of old has said, as death was a gradual 
happening, so will the resurrection be gradual.  
 

Incorruptibility is now available to everyone who believes. Let us hasten 
the day! 
 

What will rescue me out of this body of death? Grace! (Rom 7:24 
CLV) 
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“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live 
even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 
never die. Do you believe this?”  
 

 ~ Jerry Onyszczak ~ 
 

Additional copies of this booklet and the booklet 
“TOTAL SUCSESS OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST, 
Introduction To The Restoration Of All Things,” can 
be requested at: 

 

debunkingeternaltorment@gmail.com 
ver 6 

 

 


